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IMPORTANT DATES FOR YOUR DIARY:



Last day of school Friday 12th April



Term 2 begins Wednesday 1st May.



Annual Major Fundraiser- Black-Tie
Gala at Ballina RSL 7pm Saturday 4th
May.

From the Principal’s Office:

What a busy but wonderful start to the new year. It
has been a time to say goodbye to some and a time
to say hello to others. A time to bid farewell to our
beloved teacher Katrina who is no longer teaching
and instead exploring other opportunities, and a
time to look forward.
This new year brings many new exciting
educational challenges and experiences and we are
grateful to all our Biala families and community
for the support we share.
Term 1 is when we meet our classroom teachers at
parent/teacher meetings to discuss your child’s
IEP (Individual Educational Program) and
goals. This will be an opportunity for the Blue
Room students to meet Katrina’s replacement
which we are currently recruiting. In the
meantime, I would like to thank Jo McCracken and
Kirsty Cameron for team teaching with me in the
Blue Room. It has been a smooth and calm
transition back to school for all our students and
we have welcomed some new families this year
who have settled in very well.
There have been some significant donations and
support given to the school already this year and I
would like to thank:
Des Burke, President of the Alstonville Lions Club
and Grant and Jessica from Burleigh Waters for
our new Cubby House.
John McCaffery from the Lord's Taverners for
their ongoing support towards our sports program.
Kim and Peter Dewar and The Board Meeting Surf
Charity for our new iPads and basketball hoop.
The Anglican Parish of Ballina.
Hon. Ben Franklin for his ongoing and consistent
support including his help towards our new
Sensory and vegetable Garden. This project will
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continue throughout the year and we will be
holding a parent working bee later in the year to
help with the construction of our new garden
space.

I would like to acknowledge our student leaders
and the great work they are doing in the school as
role models and demonstrating responsibility and
school pride. Congratulations to Jordan
Walker, Dylan Lannoy, Alex Hagan, Luke
Robinson and Dylan Murphy.
The school has been busy inviting new and old
therapists back to the school to work with our
students. If you are interested in finding out more
about therapy collaboration in the school, please
contact the school office to enquire.
Our exciting major fundraiser for the year: The
Black-Tie Gala event is coming up on Saturday
4th May. We are celebrating 50 years on this
special night and hope to see you all there. Tickets
are on sale now from the front office or
www.eventbrite.com.au (Biala Support)
We are looking for sponsors to support this event
so please support us to support your children. If
you want to know how you can help, please
contact the school office or come along to the next
Fundraising meeting held at school 11am on the
first Wednesday of each month.
Biala is supporting the annual Board Meeting Surf
Charity on Saturday March 30th by entering a
team under the helm of Greg and Jed. This is an
important charity that raises much needed funds to
children with disabilities in the local northern
Rivers and some of our students have benefitted
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from this charity’s generosity. If you are interested
in coming along, putting in a surf team or
sponsoring the Biala team, please contact the
school office.

Our school is proudly a Live Life Well school
where we take the health and wellbeing of our
students and staff seriously. Our school has been
invited by the Association of Independent Schools
to send two staff members to the Student
Wellbeing/ PDHPE Symposium in Sydney on
Monday 11th March. Our school will be presenting
the great work that we do at Biala especially
around healthy eating, crunch and sip and the new
herb/ vegetable and Sensory Garden.
I look forward to catching up with everyone at
your parent/teacher meetings coming up in weeks
7 & 8.
Bhavni
I hope this finds everyone well and settling into the
new year. It is shaping up to be another big year
for Biala!
Our disability services have continued to grow. If
you would like any information on respite or other
support options we offer, you can see the
Coordinators at our 60 Tamar St office or call them
on 66864370
2019 marks Biala’s 50th year of operation in
Ballina and we have a few events organised to
celebrate throughout the year.
Our annual Black Tie gala fundraiser is on 4th May
2019 at the RSL Club. There are tables of 8 and
Tickets are $100pp. There is a 3 course dinner,
welcome drink voucher on arrival and wine on the
table. We have booked Rob Saric, local vocalist
for music from 6pm – 8pm and then the Band
GoodRich will play from 8.45pm. We also have a
silent auction with some great prizes up for grabs.
This year I am applying for a government grant in
the hope of demolishing the old part of the building
at 78 Fox St and rebuilding. Raising funds for this
is big and will be the focus of our fundraising over
the next couple of years.
We are currently looking for sponsors to help us
with the event and if you know a business or
individual who may be interested in sponsoring us
please ask them to contact me on 6686 4763.
Linda Walsh
March 2019

Biala Special School Newsletter

The Blue Room

The students have had a great start to the year in
the High School Wing. We welcome Bella from
the Primary who has settled in well and continues
to develop friendships with students in the Blue
Room. Winter is a new student who has moved
here from Bendigo. He is a welcome addition to
the Blue Room and it has been fantastic to see how
well he has transitioned into the school.
I am concentrating on teaching Maths, English,
Life skills and also Creative Arts. Depending on
individual objectives students are studying
different areas of these subjects. The life skills
rooms are utilised for cooking and learning other
skills such as setting the table and washing clothes
etc. Creative Arts this term is based on taking
photos of different places when we are out in the
community and then editing these photos and
using Apps to make books or cartoons on the iPads. The students have enjoyed this process and
are very proud of their work.
The Senior students have just begun work
experience at House With No Steps which is a
great achievement and gives them an insight into
different positions that they may be interested in as
they transition into their last years at school.
The students have taken several trips to the
Lismore library and are borrowing books of
interest and they are enjoying reading them in the
afternoons.
It has been great to see how
well the students have all
settled in to the new Year and
are enjoying the fantastic
facilities in the High School
Wing.
Jo McCracken.
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The Green Room: Michelle Williams
Hello family, friends and guardians
The very gregarious green room students are doing
great things so far this term. Our main literature
theme is based on the book “MY PLACE” by
Nadia Wheatley. It involves reading about history,
further understanding of aboriginal culture
through stories and art, the man-made and natural
environment and lots more. All children are
involved in inclusive learning as a whole class.
There’s never a dull moment that’s for sure. All of
the children have settled into a structured routine
that is progressing on a daily basis but the set-up
of the room also allows for independence special
choice activity. The room is divided into two
sections; one section is for students to engage in
circle time and to sit quietly to look at the visual
timetable and listen to who is in the class on the
day. Other Literacy learning activities include
listening to good morning songs and various
number rhymes that aim to engage student’s
participation through beat or rhythm. Everyone
listens to a social story about our day and then we
break off into smaller learning groups.
During this time, we also practice turn-taking as
the students like to make choices around the music
that is played and enjoyed at various times of the
day. Every day is a busy day in the Green Room.
The students are immersed in learning through
music, dance and drama; from dress-ups, to
listening and dancing to their favourite tunes.
Students in the Green Room work at their desks
either independently or with assistance to
complete theme related numeracy and literacy
tasks as well as a variety of craft and art related
tasks. They also have the opportunity to play with
sensory games and tactile activities to meet their
individual interest and needs.
Throughout our busy week, students look forward
to their hydrotherapy lesson each Friday morning.
Some attend RDA on a Tuesday and then there’s
our weekly bus excursion, which everyone looks
forward to! We go on trips from Ballina to Lennox
Head and stop to look at the ocean and people
surfing the waves. It has been a great start to 2019.
The students appear to be enjoying school life. I
look forward to meeting with some of you soon.
Best wishes from the team in the Green Room.
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Purple Room News Term 1 - Jypsy
Welcome back to 2019 in the Purple Room. It is
great to be back and I love working with the team
and students at Biala Special School. We have a
new student to welcome as well, Aidan. He is a
delightful addition to the class this year and we are
excited to have a new friend to get to know and
give a sense of belonging to at our school.
Welcome Aidan!
The Purple Room is enjoying the sensory comforts
in our new room. Students have an opportunity to
calm or alert their system to assist them get into the
right zone for ‘learning’ with a host of options like
fidget toys, sensory carpet squares, therabands
attached to their chairs, and gel-cooling eye masks.
We also have quiet zones for student who need
some space from the demands of the school day.
In PDHPE we have been learning about Living
Life Well @ School through a ‘paddock to plate’
approach to gardening. All term we are learning
about where different foods come from, the colour
of foods, and the parts of plants and their function.
The students have enjoyed contributing to the
building, purchasing, decorating, and planting of
our new garden space. As the plants grow we will
incorporate picking and cooking the food it
produces.
For the physical component of PDHPE, we have
been engage in water sports. The students have
participated with enthusiasm in learning
swimming skills and fun on the waterslide. Skills
covered in the pool have included safety around
the pool, how to safely assist someone needing
help, and a range of stroke and swimming
technique with and without swim training aids.
Over the next couple of weeks, I am looking
forward to seeing you at the up and coming IEP
meetings. At the meetings we will discuss
directions and goals for this year for your child. If
you have any questions before the meeting please
let me know in the communication book, if not see
you then . Jypsy
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What is The Big Vegie Crunch?
Only around 5% of NSW children eat enough
vegetables. To help our community do better, our
school will be taking part in The Big Vegie Crunch
(part of Vegetable Week) at 10am on Thursday
4th April.
Primary schools across NSW will be joining
together to break the record for the most students
crunching vegetables simultaneously. Last year
50,260 students crunched together.
Fundraising

What can you do to help?
 Pack a container of vegetables (not fruit
this time) for your child to eat on
Thursday 4th April
 Keep serving up the vegetables at home
and in your children’s lunchboxes!
If you require more information on what activities
our school is doing over Vegetable Week, please
contact the school or your child’s teacher.
Crunch and Sip and Live, Life Well Team

SAVE THE DATE - BIALA SUPPORT
SERVICES BLACK TIE FUNDRAISER
SATURDAY 4TH MAY 2019. This year’s
annual fundraiser is on again on Saturday 4th
May 2019 6pm at the Ballina RSL Club. An
email was send home today looking for
sponsors for this event and to remind you that
tickets are now on sale and can be purchased
through Event Brite, the link is on Biala
Support Services Facebook Page or
www.eventbrite.com.au or from our front
office on 6686 4763.
We all know what a great and successful night
this is and it can only be so with your support.
It would be greatly appreciated and essential
if you could get behind this fundraiser and sell
raffle tickets.
Please let Annalise know in the office how
any raffle ticket books you would like sent
home.

Annual Easter Raffle - Tickets will be going
home Week 7. Books of 10, $1.00 each. This is
always a fun and successful in house raffle with
lots of prizes to be won. Please send in Easter eggs
as donation to this raffle also.
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