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IMPORTANT DATES FOR YOUR DIARY:
LAST DAY OF TERM 2 - FRIDAY 5TH JULY
STUDENTS RETURN TERM 3 – WEDNESDAY 24THJULY

Principal Report:
For 50 years Biala Special School has shown leadership
in the field of Special Education, often pioneering new
service provision and introducing new methods and
technology in the education of students with disabilities.
Today, Biala Special School continues to conduct
needed, high quality educational programs to students
with disabilities.
The presence of an independent Special Education
sector is essential in the promotion of excellence in the
education of students with disabilities and the provision
of high-quality alternatives to maintain freedom of
choice. Independent special schools are dynamic and
effective schools which have played a fundamental role
in the development of Special Education in Australia and
there is a steady demand for their services. Schools like
Biala are noted for innovation and for pioneering new
services for students who require different approaches
to meet their educational and other life preparation
needs. We work closely with families as we believe that
building capacity in families will help children over their
lifetime.
Biala Special School continues to commit to the pursuit
of excellence and the provision of high quality
educational opportunities and life skills for each and
every student. As defined by the NSW Department of
Education’s School Excellence Framework (2017), our
focus remains on:
The students- where every child is valued and cared
for, inspired and challenged to find the joy in learning, to
build their skills and understanding, and to make sense
of their world.
Excellence in learning- where teachers use
information about individual students’ abilities and
needs to plan for students’ learning so as to engage
them in rich learning experiences, develop foundation
skills in literacy and numeracy and develop the vital
skills for transitioning into post schooling.
Excellence in teaching- student learning is reinforced
by high quality teaching, professionalism and
commitment. Our teachers work collaboratively to
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evaluate and plan for the ongoing learning of each
student in our care.
Excellence in leading- strong, planned and effective
leadership is the cornerstone of school excellence. Our
teaching staff are committed to fostering a school-wide
culture of high expectations and a shared sense of
responsibility for student engagement, learning,
development and success. Students benefit from the
school’s planned and proactive engagement with
parents and the broader community.
I would like to acknowledge Sue Parker, Trish Puglisi
and Myee Henney who are the Biala pioneers and
supporters who have helped make Biala what it is today.
These people are a part of Biala’s rich tapestry and
history. They are the true advocates for the disability
sector and I thank them and all their extended families
who give and give.
To get a better understanding of Biala today, check out
the history folders at 78 Fox Street, showing Biala from
its infancy 50 years ago to today.
New South Wales Education Standards Authority
(NESA) update & Registration:
Two senior NESA Inspectors visited the school on
Thursday 16th May and were both very impressed and
pleased with the school, my leadership, our compliance
and our expertise in the field of Special Education.
NESA gave their assurance of full recommendation to
the Minister of Education for another 5 years
Registration and Accreditation with the Teachers
Accreditation Authority. In June, after Ministerial
approval, our new certificates will arrive and be on
display.
The outcomes from NESA Registration is the
opportunity every five years to take heed, review,
amend, challenge and extend our expectations to rise
above and beyond the standards in the field of Special
Education. I was honoured by the NESA Inspectors,
who acknowledged publically that our school does go
above and beyond what is expected. The school is in
good stead and we excel in our programming,
compliance and vision. This is testimony to the amazing
staff of Biala Special School who put 110% into this job
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which allows us the extra time and ability to implement
all we do. Special mention goes to Annalise Puglisi,
Jypsy Pendragon and Michelle Strnatka-Williams.
Therapy Supports
Student’s therapist visits have increased this term as
NDIS packages are up for review or recently updated.
Biala honours the partnership between school, home
and therapist supports and works hard to be
collaborative, open and welcoming to all therapists.
Notably, the school has seen an increase in alternative
therapies such as Music and Art in the school with
commendable and noticeably positive outcomes for our
students in self-regulation, behaviour supports and
communication.
If you are interested in finding out more about these
services, contact Annalise in the school Office.

School Open Day and 50s Dance
Last weekend, Biala hosted a 50s themed dinner dance
on Saturday 1st June and an Open Day at the school on
Sunday 2nd June. This was part of the 50 years’
celebration, and an opportunity to show the community
how far the school has come in 50 years.
Those who attended had a great time and as always I
thank Tricia Puglisi, Annalise Puglisi and Sue Parker for
organising these events.
Thanks
Bhavni
We Welcome to Biala Ed Hodges, Blue Room
Teacher. Ed works Wednesday to Friday

Music Therapy Consultation Rates with Isaac de
Heer, Registered Music Therapist/ Registered
Teacher. Self-managed and Plan Managed Early
Childhood and Therapeutic Support Individual
Clinic-based Sessions.
Prices are discounted compared to prices
recommended by NDIS for Therapeutic Supports
and Early Childhood Supports, and represent
significant value for money.
Mob: 0431 338 205
Creative Arts Therapy with Linda Devonshire,
Therapist Grad Dip, MA. M.i.e.c.a.t
Mob: 0411 330 22
www.createart4therapy.com
ABN: 12 884 015 994

STAFF NEWS

Outstanding Poetry by two of our school leaders:
Outside I see grass, sky and the school.
Outside I hear trees breezing with the wind and the birds
chirping.
Outside I feel grass under my feet and hands on my
skin.
Outside I smell the wind breezing through my nostrils.
Jordan
Outside I see birds flying along the trees and flowers that
are waiting for the bees.
Outside I hear, as I lay on the floor, the wind blowing
and the leaves flowing, those are what my ears adore.
Outside I feel the soft, green grass, that makes me gay,
how I wish that it could stay every day.
Outside I smell daisies as yellow as the sun, the smell
of that smell makes my eyes swell, for they’re happy
tears of fun.
Luke
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The Purple Room are engaging in some interesting
experiences and activities this term. Our unit for Science
is ‘Light it Up’, this unit focuses on electricity and energy
and understanding more on this topic. As part of our
focus, the unit discusses safety and procedures when
using electricity and where electricity is found and its
influence on the world.
Also, this term we are covering road, bike, travel safety
and tips. This exploration supports safe travel to and
around school and in the community. We are focusing
on walking, bike riding, and bus and road travel.
Already, the students have spent time on the bus
pointing out safety features and sign meaning on the
road to our class group.
The other exciting topic is our text in English, Memorial
by Gary Crew. This text follows on from the recent
Anzac Day public holiday and encourages our students
to think about remembrance, ceremony, and respect.
Please see our photos from Term 2, which show some
images from our term! Jypsy
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Hello from the Green Room
Well, the time is passing by very quickly as we approach
the middle of Term 2! I am pleased to see the students
engaging in extra programs such as Hydrotherapy. They
have the opportunity to access Art Therapy with Linda
Devonshire, Hydrotherapy with Sole Traders and school
staff.
Individual programs have been carefully
developed to provide 1:1 support. All of these programs
are evaluated based on individual needs to further
support students’ sensory needs, physical and cognitive
development. It has been a great benefit to the
individual students and we are grateful to have these
special people on board.
The room is always busy with a variety of activities
offered on a daily basis to help keep the students calm
and happy. Creative Arts, Music and Dance is often the
way to engage all students in a fun and energetic way.
All students respond to music and dance as they are
encouraged to show off their individual rhythmic flare in
movement.
Crunch n Sip and Physical activity remains an essential
part of our weekly curriculum and all students in the
Green Room are encouraged to participate.
Thank you for your continued support and continued
communication as it helps teachers and staff at Biala to
continue to further improve and assist your child’s goals
in Education. Regards Michelle Strnatka-Williams
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Blue Room –
Hello to all parents, students and staff.
It is great to a part of such a wonderful school and to
have such fantastic students in my classroom.
This term we have been completing work on Aboriginal
citizens with a focus on rights and freedoms. We have
looked at many sources of information and explored
around each one to gain a deeper understanding. As
part of the unit, we intend to complete a small research
task to present to the rest of the class by the end of Term
2. In PDHPE we have participated in many different
activities ranging from relays, team sports and fitness
circuits. However, I think everyone’s favourite was the
visit to the golf driving range where the students had an
opportunity to hit golf balls as far as they could.
Lastly the students have been participating in a cooking
program. Selected students are encouraged to walk to
the local supermarket and find the ingredients of the
meal they are to cook. All students have the opportunity
to cook in the program and have had lots of fun in the
process. Along with cooking we have been discussing
the nutritional value of all foods and identifying which
foods we can eat most of the time and which foods we
can sometimes.
Looking forward to rest of the term and meeting with you
all in the near future.
Thanks,
Ed Hodges
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Thank You’s
Di Webb and Shaun Ashen from Whispering Gums
Farm-Ability.
Bunnings Ballina, Noshballina, Pelican on Posties,
Shaws Bay hotel, Woolworths Ballina Fair, Anglican
Parish of Ballina,
Alstonville Lions Club, Ballina Men’s Shed, Ben
Franklin, The Board Meeting, Dr. Angus Lambie, Robert
Mant and the Commonwealth Bank Ballina Branch,
Surfit Lennox, Ballina Fisherman’s Co op
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