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From the Principal’s Office:  

 
We are already half way through the Term and 
it is that time of year where many of our 
students and staff get sick due to the changes 
in weather. Please keep your child home if 
they are unwell as we have many vulnerable 
students at school and we need to ensure the 
health and wellbeing of all our students and 
staff. 
 
Bullying. No Way! 
At our school we aim to create a safe and 
supportive school community for everyone. 
Sometimes, it can be difficult for parents or 
carers to know what to do when their child 
talks to them about bullying. 
You are an important part of our work to 
prevent bullying and to respond effectively if it 
happens. Stopping bullying involves 
everyone.  If your child talks to you about 
bullying: 
1. Listen calmly and get the full story. Your 
calm response is important to allow your child 
to tell you all about the situation. After they’ve 
told you their story, ask questions to get more 
details if you need to: who, what, where, 
when. Although you may feel some strong 
emotions about your child’s experience, try to 
keep calm to avoid more distress to your child.  
2. Reassure your child they are not to blame. 
Many children blame themselves and this 
may make them feel even worse. You could 
say things like, ‘That sounds really hard to 
deal with. No one should have to put up with 
that.’ or ‘I’m so glad you told me. You should 
be able to feel safe at school; that’s not fair at 
all’. Ask your child what they want to do and 
what they want you to do. A critical part of your 
response is to avoid jumping in to solve the 
problem. While it is natural to want to protect 
your child, helping them to find their own 

solution is a better option. It helps them feel 
they have some power in the situation.  
3. Visit www.bullyingnoway.gov.au to find 
some strategies. The website has tips and 
ideas for different bullying situations. One 
idea is to practise strategies at home to help 
your child feel more confident. 
4. Contact the school. Your child may be 
reluctant for you to do this, so discuss the idea 
and reassure them that the school would want 
to know and is able to help. Make an 
appointment to meet with your child’s teacher 
and, if you need to, ask to talk with the 
principal. Contact the school immediately if 
you have a concern about your child’s safety. 
5. Check in regularly with your child. Keep the 
conversation going. It can take time to resolve 
issues, so check in regularly with your child 
about their experiences and their feelings. 
Your ongoing support is important. If you are 
looking for support for yourself to deal with a 
bullying situation, you will find ideas on the 
Bullying. No Way! website for parents. As 
well, please contact the school if you would 
like to discuss any aspect of our approach to 
preventing bullying.   
Thanks for your support to make our school a 
great school for everyone.  
 
Fundraising 
Thank you to all families and the community 
who supported this year’s highly successful 
and fun Black-Tie Gala fundraising event held 
on the 5th May at the Ballina RSL. The 
feedback we received from those who 
attended was extremely positive with nearly 
200 people in attendance, great food, great 
company and music. Everyone looked 
fantastic and I would like to thank all our major 
sponsors and everyone who helped in the 
preparations and on the night. 

IMPORTANT DATES FOR YOUR DIARY: 
 
End of Term 2 Friday 6th July  
Questacon visit – Friday 22nd June  
 
 

mailto:school@biala.org.au
http://www.biala.org.au/
http://www.bullyingnoway.gov.au/
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Biala’s Black Tie Dinner/Dance is now an 
annual event and we would love to see you all 
there. Save the date: Saturday 4th May 2019 
 
A very special mention goes to our fundraising 
committee The Friends of Biala who volunteer 
their time and efforts to raise the much-
needed funds for the school and organisation. 
Please come along to one of their meetings to 
help out as they are always looking for new 
members. The committee meets on the first 
Tuesday of the Month 10am at the school. 
The school’s next fundraiser is the inaugural 
Biala Fun-Run on Sunday 12th August 2018 
and we expect all families to get on board, find 
sponsors and join in this fun event. 
 
School Improvement 
Biala Special School is always reviewing and 
working towards improvement and being a 
Centre of Excellence in Special Education.  
This year we will be participating in the 
AISNSW School Improvement Service 
available to all NSW independent schools 
which offers regular consultancy support to 
help schools identify and build capacity 
across critical elements of effective school 
improvement and create rigorous and robust 
school improvement practices within our own 
contexts. Watch this space as we develop our 
school improvement plan to further provide 
quality education and a safe environment 
where your child is at the centre of all 
decisions.  
 
New Classrooms 
We aim to access the new classroom space 
and Life Skills Centre within the next month, 
or by the beginning of Term 3. Once it is open, 
we will invite all families and supporters to 
drop by for a tour of our new grounds. There 
will also be a formal grand opening with 
dignitaries and Federal Government 
representatives officially opening the 
Commonwealth Government funded building. 
All families, carers and students will be invited 
to attend this grand opening later in the year. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

RAP- Reconciliation Action Plan 
All school staff attended an important 
professional development at our most recent 
staff development day with an Aboriginal 
Education Consultant.  We discussed 
indigenous educational goals and the 
importance of reconciliation. Our school 
committed to create a RAP: Reconciliation 
Action Plan. My staff are excited to work 
closely with Reconciliation Australia and our 
local Bundjalung community and families. 
Narragunnawali: Reconciliation in Schools 
and Early Learning supports the development 
of environments that foster a higher level of 
knowledge and pride in Aboriginal and Torres 
Strait Islander histories, cultures and 
contributions. 
 
Post School Options 
On 21st June, all families are invited to attend 
the Enhancing the Links Seminar in Lismore. 
This post school service provider’s seminar is 
designed for teachers and families. I will be 
attending this seminar and highly recommend 
it for our families of older high school students. 
You can make an appointment to meet with 
me at any time to discuss your options for post 
schooling and the choices your child has after 
they graduate. It is never too early to start 
planning for your child’s future post school 
goals. Later in the year 23rd August, save the 
date for the Annual School Leavers Expo at 
the Ballina Racecourse. 
 
Thank you to our Volunteers 
Last week we celebrated National Volunteers 
Week (21-27 May) at Biala. We are very 
fortunate to have a number of very dedicated, 
committed, generous and professional 
volunteers in our school. We rely greatly on 
their time given and shared at the school. We 
have a strong relationship with 
Ballina/Wollongbar TAFE and Sydney and 
Southern Cross Universities with student 
placements volunteering in the school in the 
role of Student Teacher Aides and 
Occupational and Physiotherapy Students. 
Bhavni 
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Indigenous Perspectives at Biala 
Reconciliation Action Plan 

In 2018 Biala has committed to developing a 
Reconciliation Action Plan (RAP). A RAP is a formal 
statement of commitment to Reconciliation. It is a guide 
to help us on our journey to develop a culture of respect 
and understanding in the classroom, around the school 
and within the community. We are looking forward to 
learning more about Indigenous culture and connecting 
with our local Indigenous community. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

The Green Room: 
I know how lucky I am to be The Green Room teacher. 
My students are delightful and engaged this term. My 
support teachers Janiece, Taylor, Lisa, Gabby, Jo, 
Tommy, Michelle, Linda and Greg all work hard to teach, 
support and care for our class.  
The students have been working this term on the Sound 
of the Week themes in their art, craft and literacy 
activities. In music Greg has been singing up a storm 
and introduced body percussion. In numeracy lessons, 
students are working on shapes and in cooking, we 
have been focused on safety, hygiene, life skills, and 
independence. During this unit of work students learn 
about food as a basic human need and the importance 
of balanced eating habits and ways to feed and maintain 
a healthy, strong growing body with a balanced diet. 
Your child will be learning through food preparation 
activities and will gain an understanding of how to make 
simple healthy food choices. They will be encouraged to 
identify people who can help them, respond to simple 
instructions and rules, as well as make simple requests 
when necessary during cooking lessons about their food 
choices. Bhavni 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 



Biala Special School Newsletter   Page 4 of 7 

From the CEO 
It’s been a very busy six months at Biala 
across both the School and our Disability 
Services.  
The High School Campus building at Fox St 
has been completed and we are now in the 
process of “fitting out” the classrooms and Life 
Skills centre. The building provides both light 
and space to maximise the learning 
experience of our students. We are still 
awaiting notification from the Minister for 
Education regarding the official opening, but I 
am happy to say that the new section will be 
fully operational commencing the start of 
Term 3. 
Our Disability Services has moved location 
and is now set up at 60 Tamar St. Vanessa 
Allport and Allyson McArdle coordinate 
services along with our Senior Coordinator 
Natalie Halliday. Disability services continue 
to grow and if you wish to discuss support 
needs they can be contacted on the same 
phone number of 6686 4763. 
We held our 2nd Black Tie event on Saturday 
5th May and again it was a great success and 
we raised just over $8,000 on the night. We 
thank the staff of Commonwealth Bank Ballina 
Branch for their generous donation of $10,000 
as sponsorship for the evening. The money 
raised on the night will go towards a 
wheelchair accessible 12 seater Commuter 
bus. Everyone had a fantastic night and more 
photos are available on our Facebook page.  
Please visit our Facebook page and like and 
share. We regularly update the content and it 
is a great way to share what we do with the 
broader community.  

 
 
 
 
 

Biala’s Community Participation Program 
Hi all it’s been a busy time for Biala and for our ever 
expanding Community Participation program.  
We are very excited that Biala’s Community 
Participation program has doubled in size since the 
beginning of the year. And we are now operating 5 days 
a week from Melaleuca House in East Ballina. 
Participants have the option of joining our day program 
with 1:1 support or in a group setting. This has given 
participants much greater options to reach their goals. 
Currently the program offers Riding for the Disabled, 
Hydrotherapy, arts & craft, cooking, BBQ lunches, 
nature walks, outings to the Macadamia Castle, 
Lunches at the RSL to see a band and various other 
community access opportunities. 
Participants receive a monthly calendar of activities to 
choose from. 
1:1 participant’s can join the group at Mel House, this 
has also created quite the environment with lots of 
friendly faces popping in for a visit and to join in the 
activities. It has been fantastic to see so many new faces 
and look forward to a bright future ahead.  
If you would like more information or to join our 
program, please contact Vanessa Allport at Biala 
Support Services 60 Tamar St PH 66864370. 
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Reconciliation Week 
We celebrated Reconciliation Week in Week 5. The 
theme this year was ‘Don’t Keep History a Mystery.’ The 
students learnt about the history and significance of the 
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander flags. They 
participated in Indigenous games and an AFL clinic (it is 
believed by some that AFL has a connection to 
Marngrook – a traditional sport played by Australia’s 
indigenous people for thousands of years). Some of the 
students learnt about significant indigenous people and 
their contribution to Australia and also about some of the 
injustices that Indigenous Australians experienced such 
as the Stolen Generation. The whole school came 
together for a flag raising ceremony where all students 
planted their painted hand to form a ‘sea of hands.’ 
Katrina – Blue Room Teacher 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Greetings from the Purple Room  

The students in the Purple Room have been very busy 
this term engaging in all the exciting opportunities at 
Biala.  The students have settled in well to their desk 
positions and are working well during deskwork as a 
class unit. The students enjoy their weekly ‘Sound of the 
Week’ art; it has become a favourite activity for all 
students who work in parallel to complete an animal 
representative of the letter or sound. Some images of 
their latest efforts featuring an owl are included in the 
school collage. 
During cooking, the students have relished (pun 
intended) in making a range of items on the Purple 
Room’s Monday menu. For this term, the recipes the 
students have made include: hot dogs, hamburgers, 
brownies, and pizza. Each of our student’s have 
opportunities to grate, cut, cook, mix, and spread the 
food stuffs (recipe dependent) to produce the delicious 
food they then consume. 
The Friday shopping trip that precedes our Monday 
cooking adventure is another life skills opportunity loved 
in our week. The students take a shopping list and assist 
in selecting, carrying, and purchasing the ingredients for 
our menu. After the trip the students often enjoy a hot 
chocolate from the local café.  
One of our focuses in Mathematics this term is graphing. 
The students are learning to graph collections of items 
to represent quantities, understand the relationships 
and patterns between groups, and to display data.  
During Thursday Sport, all students are given the 
opportunity to further enhance their learning 
experiences and skills at various venues. They have 
been to the Goonellabah Sports Centre to play tabloid 
sports, to swim and use the slides. As a result of their 
positive attitude, they have been treated to a BBQ 
and/or other rewards following their energetic and team 
participation. 
Biala staff would like to thank John McCaffery, 
coordinator of the “All Abilities Sports Program”, and an 
active member of the Lord’s Taverners, Lismore, for his 
support throughout this year and previous years. He 
organises the above events and more which enable our 
students to participate in diverse and fun activities. The 
results are evident; the students are happy, they are 
keen, and they asuccessful. Michelle and Jypsy  
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At the end of Term 1 I was fortunate enough to travel to 
the UK, Istanbul and Gallipoli for Anzac Day with my 
cousin. This truly was an amazing experience, to stand 
on the beach at Gallipoli 103 yrs. after those young boys 
landed was a surreal experience, one I did not take for 
granted nor will I for many years to come – Annalise  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Anzac Cove 25th April 2018 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Istanbul April 2018 

 

Fundraising -  Thank you to everyone who supported 
our School Easter Raffle. This raffle is always a huge 
success and great fun.  
Also many thanks for supporting the Black Tie Gala Ball 
and raffle. This was a fun night. We hope to see you all 
their next year for our 50th Anniversary. Thank you 
Shaws Bay / POP’s for your generous donation and to 
all who brought raffle tickets in our cash prize raffle. 
 
UPCOMING FUNDRAISING EVENTS 

 SUNDAY 12TH AUGUST 9am to 12pm – 
BIALA SUPPORT SERVICES INAUGURAL 
WALK-A-THON. This is going to be a great 
family friendly event for all ages and 
abilities. Save the date, we will be sending 
out further information and sponsorship 
forms during term 2.  
 

 TUESDAY 28TH AUGUST – ANNUAL LADIES 
GOLF DAY BAKE SALE. Once again we will 
be asking families to either send in baked 
goods to sell on the day or to send in 
ingredient’s or make a small cash donation 
so our students can purchase goods to 
make baked goods.        

 
Volunteer’s Needed for RDA 
Riding for the Disabled (RDA) Ballina and District 
provides riding and equine assisted activities for the 
disabled in our local area. We are an entirely volunteer 
organisation and are always looking for new volunteers 
to join the team. There is no need to have previous 
experience with horses. We provide the necessary 
training needed and there are plenty of things a person 
can do to help if handling horses is not an option or 
something they are not comfortable with. Often the 
riders need to have the support of someone walking with 
them during the lesson to ensure they are well balanced 
and comfortable and to help with the games and 
activities. Anyone volunteering will need to have a 
current working with children check and to fill out an 
application form with contact details and details of any 
expertise they may be able to bring to the team. 
Everyone is most welcome and volunteers usually find 
the experience a very rewarding one.  
Further information can be obtained on the RDA 
NSW website, or on our facebook page (just search 
for RDA Ballina and District). The contact phone 
number for the Ballina branch is 0448 450 828. We 
operate three days per week: Tuesday, Wednesday 
and Saturday mornings at 377 
Houghlahans Creek Road, Teven.  
 
 
 


