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IMPORTANT DATES FOR YOUR DIARY:
End of Term 3 Friday 28th September
Term 4 - Students return Wednesday 17th October
Staff return on Monday 15th October for Professional
Development.
From the Principal’s Office:

What a great Term it has been with the completion of
the new high school wing and playground and finalising
the Life Skills curriculum, Living Skills and Life Skills
Centre. We would like to acknowledge the Federal
Government and Department of Education and Training
for the funding through the Capital Grants Program
towards our new learning areas and amenities.
Thank you to Katrina for all your work in preparing and
getting the classrooms ready.
Our Grand Opening last Tuesday 28th August was a
huge success and thank you to everyone for coming and
sharing this proud moment. Our gratitude also extends
to Matthew Kelly for all his support to the school around
indigenous culture and officiating our Welcome to
Country.
The older High school students are engaged in their
post schooling transition programs and participated in
the Explore the Possibilities Expo on 23 rd August. This
day provided students, teachers and families to engage
in different services for young adults with disabilities in
the local community. It also provided Biala the
opportunity to network and connect with other services
which our students will be able to access as part of their
school day. Next term we will be holding a parent/carer
morning tea and inviting a range of representatives from
different post school service providers, including Biala’s
Day Program to meet and discuss future post school
options over a cup of tea.

A big congratulation to our school leaders and high
school representatives who won this year’s Lions Club
Children of Courage awards on Monday 27th August at
Xavier Catholic College. They were presented their
awards by the Ballina Mayor David Wright and The Hon.
Ben Franklin, MLC, Member of the NSW Legislative
Council. Our recipients were: Deo Connell, Alex Hagan,
Dylan Lannoy, Dylan Murphy, Kaia Randall, Luke
Robinson and Jordan Walker.

Our staff have been busily engaged in further
professional learning this term with Annalise attending
training in Senior First Aide, Fire/Emergency Warden
Duties and Responsibilities and the Mental Health First
Aide course. Jypsy represented Biala at the 2018 IEUA
NSW Women’s Conference- Changing the rules for
working women. Katrina has been sponsored by the AIS
to attend the annual AIS Aboriginal Conference from
Consciousness to Action in Sydney on 26th September.
This forms part of the school’s commitment to the RAPReconciliation Action Plan.
The school staff are committed to improving
opportunities for your child and are proud of the school’s
reputation as the school of choice for excellence in the
field of Special education. Bhavni

Parent/teacher IEP meetings are underway this week
and we look forward to discussing your child’s
educational needs and goals. Please let us know if you
need any support and advice around your child’s NDIS
plan and Therapies. Let your teacher know if you need
to reschedule or change your meeting time.
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From the CEO
On
our new High School wing
and Life Skills centre was officially opened by the
Honorable Ben Franklin, Parliamentary Secretary.
We had over 50 people attend the opening including
local dignitaries. It was a proud day for all of us to have
finally achieved a long held dream. The students
performed the National Anthem as well as the Bruno
Mars song Count on Me. They were fantastic and all
those who attended the opening were so impressed.
We want to thank Matthew Kelly for his Welcome to
Country and to all the staff and students who helped to
prepare for the day.
With the opening of the new facilities the school is now
well-placed to take new enrolments. Anyone who is
interested in what Biala Special School has to offer, we
urge them to contact the school office to discuss.
With our intrepid Admin Coordinator, Tracy Writer, due
to go on Maternity Leave soon we have employed
Cheryl Cockfield as an admin assistant at 78 Fox St,
Ballina. Cheryl is new to Biala so is still learning the
ropes and as it is such a busy office with many people
coming and going, it would be great if you could
introduce yourself.
In the broader Biala community we continue to provide
a broad range of services including respite, day
program, Community Participation, Skills development
programs, accommodation support, Biala getaways
holiday program and our leisure programs of Strikers
Bowling League and North Coast Fun Club.
The Coordinators are all very busy with the service
provision and do a fantastic job. If you want to know
more about the support services Biala offers please call
and speak to Natalie, Vanessa or Megan.
Monday 28th August 2018
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Fundraising
Wow, what a great success our inaugural Walk-A-Thon has
been. We would like to thank all the families and members of
the community that came along on the day and made this
event a great success. We cannot wait for next year’s WalkA-Thon, your continued support with Fundraising is always
greatly appreciated and essential to our school community.
Many Thanks, The Fundraising Committee
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The Green Room:

Greetings from the Green Room
The students in the Green Room have had a lot of
changes this term. With a new room located near the
Primary Playground and Jypsy on the class 3 days a
week we have had lots of new interactions and
experiences. All the Green Room students are enjoying
their new classroom environment as they engage in
many opportunities to learn, play, and accomplish.
Our unit of work for this term is Indigenous Australians.
The class has been busy: exploring stories by and about
Indigenous Australian culture; composing and viewing
creative art and various techniques of Indigenous
Australian artists and people; listening and appreciating
traditional and contemporary Indigenous Australia
music; and seeing, making, and displaying Aboriginal
and Torres Strait Islander flags. In this newsletter, we
are featuring some of the works the Green Room have
produced so far this term.
Another change we have enjoyed is the opening of the
Life Skills Centre. Each week, the Green Room has
visited the centre to practice our hygiene skills,
particularly dental hygiene. The students have been
issued their own toothbrush and toothpaste to develop
skills in dental hygiene practices. The class have
enjoyed the stories and games we play in relation to
teeth brushing and have shown progression in their
engagement or independence with the skill at school.
We have provided some photos of the class in the Life
Skills Centre and some of our class work around dental
hygiene in this newsletter.
We look forward to the rest of the term teaching and
learning with the Green Room students. The IEP review
meetings are also this term, so we look forward to our
up and coming student-focused discussions.
Regards, Bhavni and Jypsy
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News from the ‘Vivacious Purple Room’
This term began with a few variations and changes to
teacher and support staff working in the Purple Room. I
now work with the students Tuesday – Friday and Jypsy
is with the class Mondays.
The main teaching and learning content this term has
been around social skills development; life skills such as
brushing our teeth, washing our hands and cleaning up
after ourselves. Listening to each other and solving
friendship issues has also been a topic of group
discussions as well as appropriate use of our language.
It’s been progressive and productive learning for all!
It’s been a constructively busy with the new high School
opening and the Life Skills Centre in progressive
operation. There will opportunities for all of the students
from the Purple Room to experience the High School for
various activities and use the Life Skills Centre to put
their skills into practice.
The students have welcomed Casey, our newest
member of the Purple Room. Casey is fitting in well and
has lots of good play ideas to share with his peers.
Students are very busy throughout their day and often
rotate between two rooms to complete tasks and to build
on educational programs. Reading Eggs is the latest
software educational program that all students have
access to at school. They all have their own passwords
and are becoming independent learners. It’s a great
learning tool not only for building on reading skills but
also for problem-solving and communicating with
others.
Cooking is a weekly highlight and again all students are
learning important skills in the kitchen. If you have any
simple cooking recipes to share, please send them in.
It’s been most rewarding to see the students
enthusiastic and having a go at all areas of learning at
school. I am proud of what they are all achieving and
see the determination to try and succeed on a daily
basis.
RDA (for those currently enrolled), Sport and Swimming
continues to take place weekly for the Purple Room.
Now and again, there are opportunities to get out in the
community and play sport and be rewarded with a BBQ,
kindly donated by the Lords Taverners, Lismore. Lords
Taverners are a charitable organisation who have
supported Biala Sports days for a number of years. We
are very appreciative of the skills and games they teach
our students.
There will be a room change taking place for the Purple
Room into next term. We will be moving from our current
room to the outside (current Green Room) to enable
more productive teaching and learning for all and for
other practical purposes i.e. toileting etc.
Thank you for your ongoing feedback. I look forward to
meeting with you at the IEP meeting soon.
Regards, Michelle.
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The Blue Room

We’ve had a fantastic start in the new high school. The
staff and students agree it’s a wonderful space we can
all enjoy. There is a spacious Life Skills Centre where
the students have been learning cooking and cleaning
skills and food preparation. The boys have taken on the
washing and drying of towels and swimmers after
hydrotherapy sessions. It is great to see everyone doing
their jobs of an afternoon.
The classrooms are also very spacious which is
conducive to learning. We are impressed by the efforts
of everyone completing their desk work and joining in
group activities. This term we have continued to focus
on emotional regulation by identifying personal calming
strategies. Yoga and relaxation sessions have become
a regular part of our day. We have also focused on how
we grow and change and safe and unsafe living.
Our units of work this Semester are Indigenous Australia
where we are investigating aspects of Indigenous
culture, sport, art and Dreaming stories. Students will
have the opportunity to explore the significance of
certain local Bundjulung Aboriginal landmarks and
culture.
The other unit of work is Work Education and the World
of Work. Students are developing skills and strategies
to participate in personal transition planning and explore
the nature of work and the workplace as well as different
roles of a range of services in the community and
workplace environments.
We asked the students what they like most about the
new high school.
Jordan: I like the new classrooms
Deo: I like being able to hangout in the Life Skills Centre
Andre: Swimming and doing jobs such as emptying
bins and sorting the recycling
Luke: I like the swings
Peter: The swings and going shopping with Karen
Ioan: I like the interactive whiteboard
Dylan L: Doing jobs in the new high school wing
Alex: I like having a space for the high school students
Dylan M: Emptying the bins and putting out the washing
Bhavni and Katrina – Blue Room Teachers
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Thank You’s and General Notices
KIDS IN THE KITCHEN: Pizza muffins are
always a hit with kids. Simply cut up leftover vegies
and let the kids make their own creations. Toast in the
sandwich toaster and eat as a snack or pack in the
lunchbox. YUM!

Healthy snacks aren’t as expensive as you may think!
How far could your $20 go when making healthy choices. The
trolley on the right has a whopping 22 serves of vegetables, 10
serves of fruit, 4-5 serves of dairy, 3 serves of protein and about
20 serves of grains!
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