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From the Principal’s Office:  
Our last term for the year is always very busy- your child’s 
annual student Reports will be sent home to families, the 
Christmas concert will be performed on the student’s last day 
for the year Wednesday 12th December with a visit from 
Santa and the 2019 School Captains will be announced. 
We have had a great year with happy, calm, engaged and 
safe students. The new facilities have been a highlight and 
our Life Skills- Living Skills program is up, running, and 
already demonstrating great outcomes and achievements.  
I would like to take this opportunity to acknowledge all the 
hard work, dedication, professionalism and care given by all 
my school staff and volunteers. Schools are busy and 
dynamic places and one thing that makes Biala so unique is 
the love and care given to each child and young person at 
our school. We value, respect and appreciate each of our 
students and take much pride in their achievements and 
successes in their learning. However, this is a partnership 
between school and home and I thank each family and carers 
for your roles, support and commitment to your child’s 
education. It is all about communication and working together 
to ensure your child and our students’ best interests are 
central.  
I look forward to the year ahead and anticipate that 2019 will 
be another great year of outstanding achievements, growth 
and excellence in the field of Special education. 

 
Therapist Student Placement Program: 
We are grateful for the collaborative partnership between the 
NSW Rural Health, Sydney University and Southern Cross 
University’s therapy student placement program. Over the 
last two years, we have supervised the placement of 
Occupational Therapy and Physiotherapy students each 
week. Beginning next year, we will also be introducing 
Speech Therapy students to Biala. This collaboration has 
been a positive experience for all involved, especially our 
students. Below are some personal testimonials from past 
students about Biala Special School: 
“When you first reach Biala special school, you assume any 
normal school. I mean, the outside is fenced, like any other 
school. There is a nice garden area, and the colours are 
warm and inviting. 
Once you get in there? You are greeted by thunderous sounds of 
happy children running around, engaging in their own pursuits. 
Dont be mistaken, at the time of my visit, I was a student. It was 

an eye opening experience for myself and at more often than not, 
a challenge.  
If I could describe the staff at Biala in one word? Patient. I admired 
their ability to remain calm and accepting, especially during chaotic 
moments (trust me, there were a few). The school curriculum is 
well thought out and each child is given special attention for their 
needs.  
Above all else, the children there are happy. Something that can 
only be achieved if they felt safe. At Biala Special School, they 
create a nurturing environment where the kids can be the best they 
can be.  
I enjoyed my time there. In fact, I would go as far to say the 
experience probably changed my life”. Phil Liao 

 
“My name is Jackson Zhou and I’m a physiotherapy student who 
had the absolute pleasure of spending my five-week placement in 
Biala Special School! This was definitely perfectly named as a 
special school, one where Students are allowed to blossom and 
flourish under the guidance of the amazing staff. The staff work 
extensively behind the scenes to be able to provide optimal level 
care and teaching quality to the students. The bond that they are 
able to develop with the students is phenomenal and they are able 
to understand each and every child without them even having to 
say a word! 
On top of this, I was able to learn a lot from not only the teachers, 
but also the students at Biala! I was able to learn about the various 
conditions and be able to learn and be able to learn about how to 
best get along with children in different conditions! As a 
physiotherapy student, I found my time at Biala to be invaluable 
and I consider myself very lucky to have spent my time there!” 
Jackson Zhou, Physiotherapist. 

 
“My occupational therapy placement at Biala Special   School has 
been one of the most empowering experiences to date. The staff 
at Biala are truly exceptional heroes at this school who have now 
become my life role models, as they have taught me how 
compassion, empathy and patience can make positive differences 
to the students’ lives. Simultaneously, working alongside the 
students has ignited a passion within me, to advocate for people 
living with disabilities in my role as an occupational therapist. 
Thank you Biala Special School staff and students for teaching me 
valuable life lessons in both my personal and professional lives. 
You will always have a special place in my heart” - Indu 
Haridharan 

 
 

IMPORTANT DATES FOR YOUR DIARY: 
Last day of Term 4 and end of year Christmas 
concert – WEDNESDAY 12TH DECEMBER 2018 
 
FIRST DAY TERM 1 2019 – THURSDAU 31ST 
JANUARY 2018 
 
  

mailto:school@biala.org.au
http://www.biala.org.au/
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TAFE: 
Some of our older high school students have begun a TAFE 
Taster course every Friday at Lismore TAFE. The students 
love this experience, are learning about what TAFE has to 
offer, and are meeting new students from other schools. 
Please contact me if you are interested in your child engaging 
with TAFE TVET courses in 2019. There will be an 
information session at Ballina TAFE for anyone interested on. 

Child Protection: 
The safety and wellbeing of our students is our NUMBER 
ONE priority and the school is committed to child protection. 
I recently attended the AIS Enhancing your Child Protection 
Investigation Skills workshop in Sydney and know that our 
school correctly follows all legislative requirements and policy 
and procedure around child protection. Please do not 
hesitate to contact me if you have any questions or concerns 
regarding child protection or to enquire what our processes 
are. 

 
Children of Courage Award: 
Congratulations to our Leo Children of Courage award 
recipients- Kaia Randall, Deo Connell, Dylan Murphy, Luke 
Robinson, Jordan Walker, Alex Hagan and Dylan Lannoy on 
receiving a personalised signed letter and certificate from the 
Hon. Ben Franklin, and enclosed a copy of Hansard from the 
NSW Parliament where he moved a motion congratulating all 
the award winners.  
 
 
 
 
 

 

Thank you to Hon. Ben Franklin: 
We were honoured to be notified personally by the Hon Ben 
Franklin who recently visited our school to inform us of the 
exciting news that the school was successful in our NSW 
Environmental Trust’s 2018 Eco Schools Grant application 
for $3500 to create, build and sustain a Therapeutic Sensory 
Garden. This will begin early 2019 with the help and support 
from the Byron Herb Nursery. Thank you to Katrina Cleary for 
your drive and application skills in achieving this goal. 

 
Visit from Leisl Tesch, AM, Bsc, MP: 
Some people are inspirational role models and one such 
person is Leisl who recently visited our school and met with 
our students at our weekly assembly. Leisl is the recently 
elected State Labor member for Gosford on the Central 
Coast and 5 times medal Para-Olympian winner, 
representing Australia in Wheelchair Basketball and sailing. 
Leisl visited the school with Asren Pugh, the State Labor 
candidate for Ballina. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Thank you to Newcastle Permanent: 
Dave the Ballina Branch Manager from Newcastle 
Permanent visited the school recently to present a cheque for 
$600 raised through the Credit Union’s Introducer program, 
which supports charities across the region. 
We are always grateful for all community support received. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Save the Date: 
Get your dancing shoes ready and save the date for Biala’s 
50-year Anniversary Black Tie Gala celebration to be held on 
Saturday 4th May 2019 at Ballina RSL. This will be our third 
Black Tie Gala event and will be better, more fun, more prizes 
and a great opportunity to celebrate 50 years supporting our 
community. 

 
Variety Presentation: 
We would like to invite all our families, friends and supporters 
to come along to the school for afternoon tea with Variety The 
Children’s Charity on Wednesday 5th December at 3.30pm 
for the presentation of Biala’s new 12-seater mobility which 
has been our fundraising commitment for the year. 
Bhavni  

Certificate I in 
Access to 
Work and 
Training 

Tuesday 11 
December  
10am-11 am 
Room GG01 

Tuesday 
22 January 
10am-11 
am 
Room 
GG01 

Tuesday 29 
January  
10 am-11 
am 
Room 
GG01 

Certificate II 
in Career 
Preparation 

Tuesday 11 
December  
11 am -12 
pm 
Room GG01 

Tuesday 
22 January 
11 am -12 
pm 
Room 
GG01 

Tuesday 29 
January  
11 am -12 
pm 
Room 
GG01 

Certificate II 
in Further 
study skills  

Tuesday 11 
December  
11 am -12 
pm 
Room GG01 

Tuesday 
22 January 
11 am -12 
pm 
Room 
GG01 

Tuesday 29 
January  
11 am -12 
pm 
Room 
GG01 

SOA in 
Defence 
Force 
Preparation 
English 
Maths 
Science 

Tuesday 11 
December  
11am-12 pm 
Room GG01 

Tuesday 
22 January 
11 am -12 
pm 
Room 
GG01 

Tuesday 29 
January  
11 am -12 
pm 
Room 
GG01 

Certificate I in 
Access 
to  Vocational 
Pathways  

Tuesday 11 
December  
12 pm -1 pm 
Room GG02 

Tuesday 
22 January 
12 pm -1 
pm 
Room 
GG01 

Tuesday 29 
January  
12 pm -1 
pm 
Room 
GG01 
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Thank You’s: 
Friends of Biala Fundraising Committee for your tireless 
commitment and support to the school. 
All our volunteers and student Placements- without you, Biala 
would not be the same. 

 
“Remember that the happiest people are not those 
getting more, but those giving more.” ― H. Jackson 
Brown Jr. 

 
“If our hopes of building a better and safer world are to 
become more than wishful thinking, we will need the 
engagement of volunteers more than ever.” — Kofi 
Annan 
 

 
 
The Green Room: 
The Green Room are having a great time in the heat with our 
unit of work ‘Water Works’. In this unit, we are investigating 
water in school community and the wider world. At school, we 
have noticed water in various places around and how 
important it is to our daily living. We have also been testing 
surfaces and what happens when water falls on these. 
 
This unit of work marries in well with our strand on ‘Volume 
and Capacity’ in Mathematics. All the students have been 
using language related to measurement in this strand like 
empty, nearly empty, half full, and full. We have enjoyed 
practical and theoretical activities to support our ‘learning 
through doing’ approach to this unit.  
Jypsy and Bhavni 
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News from the vibrant Purple Room 
This term the class started with a change of classroom 
environment.  It has been great to be able to utilise the 
outdoor space surrounding the Purple Room to keep the 
students actively involved in a multitude of outdoor and 
indoor activities and events.  
 
Reading Groups: 
Ooona, our fabulous ex-teacher volunteer gives her time 
each Wednesday morning to assist with the reading program. 
She works 1:1 with each student, working at their level to 
further develop their sound-letter patterns and sight word 
recognition. Students also advance their skills and interest on 
the reading eggs program. They each have their own 
password code and can keep track of their personal level.  It 
has been a great incentive for their learning and an 
opportunity to reach their reading potential. 
 
Sport: 
Throughout the term, students participated in a variety of 
fundamental skills as well as been given the opportunity to go 
to GSAC to play indoor games and activities. This is 
organised and funded by the Lords Taverners. They offer a 
BBQ lunch each visit and the students look forward to it. 
There is always gluten free option for those who are on a 
specific GF diet. They are a great group of people who have 
continued to support our school in any way possible. Thank 
you to John Mc Caffery, with whom we correspond with on a 
regular basis to make it all possible.  
 
Social Skills: 
 
Our focus this term has been on personal space, public 
conduct and building on friendships (sharing and caring) we 
have been watching short videos and reading social stories 
about bullying and what feelings; emotions such as what 
makes us happy, sad, angry etc. Students have been 
learning about regulation of these feelings and the 
development of different strategies to help them calm and 
make positive choices. We are making steady progress with 
this concept.  
Overall, the term has been busy but mostly it has 
been a positive step in the right direction in 
preparation for 2019. 
Thank you for your continued support, enabling your 
students to participate in worthwhile events and 
activities throughout the year, 
 
Michelle Williams 
Jypsy Pendragon 
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High School Life Skills Room Newsletter 
Term 4 ~ 2018 

 
We’ve well and truly settled into the new high school and 
we’re loving the space. Our life skills foci this term have been 
sweeping, using the washing machine, washing up and 
packing and unpacking the dishwasher. The boys are 
continuing to develop their independence in these skills. We 
have also been working on cooking and safety in the kitchen. 
The students are encouraged to prepare their own morning 
tea and lunch and sit with their peers to eat. Jobs such as 
raising and lowering the flags, filling the paper towel, 
emptying bins, raking, recycling and composting, and general 
tidying up are scheduled daily. The boys are keen to help, 
carrying out their jobs responsibly. 
 
Daily fitness, cooperative games, circuits and therapy ball 
exercises are an integral part of our week. We have noticed 
an increase in participation as the students become familiar 
with the activities. The group games give everyone an 
opportunity to interact with each other. Complementing our 
physical education program is a focus on healthy food – 
particularly fruit and vegetables. We are investigating smell, 
colour, taste and texture of a variety of fruit and vegetables in 
their raw form. The second half of the term will see us cooking 
some of these same fruits and vegetables to determine the 
change in their properties. 
 
The focus of our functional math’s program has been Time, 
two and three dimensional shapes and positional language. 
We have been reading a variety of literature related to our 
units of work on Australia and healthy food and some books 
just for fun. The social skills of giving others personal space, 
asking a question and saying hello have been integrated into 
our drama program. These skills are also encouraged during 
our day to day interactions. 
Once again, it has been a busy but exciting term. As we 
approach the end of the year we will embrace the Christmas 
spirit by creating arts and crafts and practicing songs in Music 
for our concert. 
 
Thanks for a great year. 
 
Katrina and Bhavni 
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Tennille Rhodes B.Bus, CA, JP 
Finance Manager 

As we are approaching the end of 2018, your child may have some 
outstanding school fees with Biala. There may be a number of 
reasons as to why these fees are still outstanding. Some of these 
may include that you have simply misplaced an invoice or 
alternatively not received one. Another may be that your financial 
position may be restricting you to pay these fees in full. If for any 
reason you do have outstanding fees we are here to help and assist 
you in any way possible to pay your child’s fees. We are happy to 
discuss your situation with you and offer options as to how these 
fees can be paid. If you require a copy of your invoice or would like 
to make an appointment please don’t hesitate to contact me either 
by phone on 6686 4763 or by email at finance@biala.org.au or 
simply come into the office at Fox Street and we can discuss face 
to face.  
 
Thank You 
 
Newcastle Permanent Introducer Program 
 
Our Introducer Program is an easy way to help raise a lot of money 
for your organisation. 
Our Introducer Program is an easy way to help raise a lot of money 
for your club or community group. Whether you need new facilities, 
equipment, funding for events or educational needs, our Introducer 
Program helps you get there by rewarding you for your support of 
Newcastle Permanent. 
For every eligible new home or business loan (over $100,000) you 
refer to us, we will give your organisation a referral fee of $600^. 
You can refer as many people as you like – there is no limit to how 
many times your club receives $600!   
During the loan application process, the borrower just needs to 
mention they were referred to us by your organisation. It’s that 
simple.  
We know that fundraising can be tough! So if you are looking for an 
easy and effective way to raise money that doesn’t involve selling 
raffle tickets, cooking BBQs or organising events, talk to us! You 
only need 10 people to take out a new loan with us and your 
organisation will receive $6,000! How easy is that? 
 
Great value. We are 100% customer-owned so we don’t have 
shareholders. Instead, our profit is reinvested in the business to 
provide better value banking to our customers.  
This is supported by the banking industry which regularly 
acknowledges our loans as some of the best in the coun 
1.Simply arrange an appointment with a Newcastle Permanent 
home or business loan expert, drop into your local branch or call 13 
19 87. 
2.Sign the Introducer Program agreement provided. 
3.Once signed up, tell as many people as you can about the 
program. Don’t forget to tell them to mention your club’s name when 
applying for a loan with us. We will help you with this bit by 

supplying words for your website, ads for your newsletter and 
even a poster if you would like one. We can also come to your 
committee meetings to provide a presentation, explaining the 
Introducer Program to more people if you need us to. 
4.Once the eligible loan has been processed at our end, we 
will donate $600 to your club, either by cheque or as a direct 
credit into your club’s account. 
5.Watch your fundraising balance increase every month. 
6.Start spending the extra funds on the things your club needs 
the most. 

7.Tell more people about this great program to continue to raise 
more funds!try. 
 
137 River St, Ballina NSW 2478 
Phone: 13 19 87  
 

10 years of Live Life Well @ School! 
2018 marks 10 years of Live Life Well @ School across NSW! We 
appreciate your ongoing commitment to making kids in Northern 
NSW healthier. Over 85% of NNSW schools are part of LLW@S, 
and of those, 89% have a vegetable/fruit and water break in class 
time  
81% provide families with information on healthy eating and 
physical activity Many schools are now working towards achieving 
the NSW Healthy School Canteen Strategy by 2019.  

 
Well done, keep up the good work. And thank you to all those 
schools that are not part of LLW@S and also promote healthy 
nutrition and being physically active. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Festive Food – make it fun and healthy at the 
same time 

Use the Christmas period to introduce children to 
healthy and tasty food. Get creative with shapes 
and colour. What do people eat around the world? 
Or use Santa’s reindeers love of carrots to start a 
“Carrot Revolution” at your school.  
‘Flavored water’ is a refreshing drink at celebrations: 
mix some flat and fizzy water (optional: add 99% 
juice), then add chopped fruit and peppermint 
leaves, and a squeeze of lemon. 
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BIALA SPECIAL SCHOOL  

2018 END OF YEAR CHRISTMAS CONCERT 

“JINGLE BELL ROCK” 

WEDNESDAY 12
TH

 DECEMBER  

1:00pm  

Biala Special School 

78 Fox Street, Ballina 

Please come along and help us celebrate 

the end of another successful year here 

at Biala.  

Bring a plate to share and a small gift 

for your child from Santa as he will be 

popping in 
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